
The Katahdin NSDAR Chapter was organized in 1922 by Mrs W.F. (Jeannie D.) Kehoe and 26 
other women in Scottsbluff, Nebraska. Originally the chapter was to be called another name. It 
seems the local ladies proposed naming it Hiram Scott, after the man who became the 
namesake of a National Monument. This name was rejected because Hiram Scott was not well 
known prior to 1820. Katahdin is a mountain in Maine, a tall spot, just like our monument. 

In 1929 Katahdin placed a marker on True Daughter Rebecca Burdick Winters’ grave. She died 
in 1852 of cholera, leaving five children and a husband to continue without her on the Mormon 
Trail to Utah. Her grave was marked with the iron from a wagon wheel, engraved with her name 
and “aged 50 years.” The Burlington Railroad discovered the grave in 1899 when laying out the 
railroad. Rather than move the grave, the workers went back several miles and moved the 
stakes so the tracks would go around the grave. President Heber Grant of the Church of Latter 
Day Saints attended the dedication, as Winters was his wife’s grandmother. The grave was later 
moved a bit to accommodate a second track and to allow safe visitation. This rededication was 
attended by 127 members of Winters’ family. 

William Henry Jackson was a famous western landscape photographer after the time of the Civil 
War. After he retired, he took up painting. He painted several scenes in the Scotts Bluff area, 
and attended the dedication of the Hiram Scott Historical DAR Marker in 1930. We have a 
personal note from him in our scrapbook.  

Through the years we have had some minor chapter celebrities. In 1928, Lettie Morrow served 
as a page at Continental Congress. Later, in 1940, Henrietta York served as a page, and also 
was a member of the DAR chorus.  

Katahdin boasts five Honorary State Regents, Mrs. W.P. Venable, Mrs. Curtis O. Lyda, Mrs. 
Melvin Brown, Mrs. Betty Jean Snell, and Miss Julie Fancher. 

 

 

 

 


